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Synopsis

The Encyclopedia of Cultivated Palms is the definitive account of all palms that can be grown for
ornamental and economic use. Palms are often underutilized as a result of their unfamiliaritya "even
to tropical gardeners. To help introduce these valuable plants to a new audience, the authors have
exhaustively documented every genus in the palm family. 825 species are described in detail,
including cold hardiness, water needs, height, and any special requirements. Generously illustrated
with more than 900 photos, including photos of several palm species that have never before
appeared in a general encyclopedia, The Encyclopedia of Cultivated Palms is as valuable as an
identification guide as it is a practical handbook. Interesting snippets of history, ethnobotany, and

biology inform the text and make this a lively catalog of these remarkable plants.
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Customer Reviews

There is no other comparable book on the market. It treats ALL 192 genera of palms currently
known to science. The photos are excellent and are comparable to those of Riffle’s award-winning
first book, THE TROPICAL LOOK. The text is even better than the photos and includes
observations and experiences from many long-time growers worldwide.l don’t understand the
Canadian review which seems to fault the book because some of the palm species cannot be grown
in much of the continental USA. Go far enough north and NONE of them can be grown! This is

simply a fact of nature, not a fault of the book.

This is one of the most complete reference guides for anyone who has ever wondered about palm



trees. The scientific treatment of the subject is kept to a minimum while the use of palms in the
landscape is emphasized. Here the enthusiasm of the authors shines through. The numerous color
photographs underscore the point that nearly any landscape need can be satisfied with thoughtful
use of palms.The photographs are snapshot rendered, but in my opinion, any lapse of quality which
results is more than compensated by the adequacy of detail. Though the authors provide notes on
seed germination, they avoid a more thorough discussion of propagation. The authors generously
supply hints on cultivation of many species covered in the book, but they do not discuss diseases

which afflict growing specimens.There is no doubt that the book is worth the price paid.

This is truly a great book for palm enthusiasts. It has detailed descriptions and photos of most, if not
all, of the palm species currently cultivated in the U. S., Australia and Europe and is an invaluable
reference for the palm-growing hobbyist. It is not intended to be a "how to" book and shouldn’t be
criticized because for not discussing planting techniques, fertilization, diseases, etc.I've bought four

copies: one for myself and three for gifts.

This book is simply the most comprehensive, practical reference to palms in cultivation. No detail
has been left out for hardiness, landscape use, and horticultural needs. Most photos are excellent,
but many were taken of rare species in the field and are not meant to be coffee table gorgeous--you
won't find photos of these species in other books. We can grow a surprising array of palms here in
the Northwest, and this book is just as useful to me as it would be on the Gulf Coast. This book also
has the invlvement of the International Palm Society vice president, so it comes with the stamp of

authority.

Riffle’s Encyclopedia...was the answer to my prayers. As a Florida Certified Landscape Designer
with a penchant for usual palms, | was at a loss for a prime professional resource. | was using a well
known guide to landscape palms which simply wasn’t comprehensive enough. It was great for
common commercial work but not very good for custom tropical design. Riffle’s book does it all.
Pricewise, it's a steal!Palms are listed according to genus, then species and varieties. The attributes
of each genus are clearly presented so that the reader may discern the relationships of individual
species. For example, Riffle describes Licuala palms in general, then tells you about the uniqueness
of each Licuala species - you'll then know a L.ramsayi from a L.peltata sumawongii. Just saying
those names will make a definite impression on your neighbors, trust me!The photo section is very

comprehensive and can easily be supplanted with a dilligent internet search. You can’t expect too



many more pictures than are presented but there always is a desire for a different camera angle. |
didn’t find it at all cumbersome to go back to the narratives from the photo section.The narratives
are very comprehensive. The only criticism | have is that they tend to be a little more technical than
the non-professional might like. Having said that, essential growth and care information as well as
design and aesthetic considerations are clearly presented. Also, there are great appendices with
catagorized lists, definitions and other important palm information.Riffle presents a noteworthy cross
section of the world’s palm species in cultivation. Even though many will only tolerate tropical
environments, the beauty of these magnificant species is brought to you in this book. It is for the

professional to rely on and for everyone to enjoy.Gary Moran, EdD, FCLDCoral Springs, Florida

A nice addition to the various encyclopedias on cultivated palm trees. The authors went to a lot of
trouble photographing the many species illustrated as well as the undertaking to provide information
on each species but not perfect considering the magnitude of the task. If you are a collector of
palms or enjoy palm trees this book is a must in your library. | use this volume as a reference
regularly and could not imagine my library without it. Also a nice companion to Betrocks Cultivated
Palms of the World.

The photographic plates are indeed very beautiful but having the descriptions in another section of
the book does make for an inconvenient flipping from the front of the book that has the photographs
to the back of the book with the textual information.It has an informative section named "Seed
Germination Notes for Selected Genera." | would have liked to see more growing notes...like

suggested soil mixtures for best germination results.
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